


LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

Community Health Representatives (CHRs) play a vital role in addressing the gap of health care needs in Arizona’s tribal communities. The lack of health care providers in rural communities continues to be a barrier for tribal nations and it is imperative that we recognize the role of CHRs in patient-centered care. Therefore, we ask readers to contact their Arizona legislator (www.azleg.gov) and urge them to support CHRs by voting in favor of (insert Bill name/number). 

A CHR is a trained public health professional that advocates for their patient’s health needs. Often times, we wear many hats within our community, we are: health educators, advocates, counselors, event coordinators, transporters (to medical appointments), and interpreters. We share the same language and culture as the communities we serve and have trusting relationships with our patients. We also help facilitate coordination of services for the betterment of our patients’ lives. 

Furthermore, our services have been shown to improve the health outcome of our patients, while improving the gap in health care services within tribal communities. For these reasons, CHRs should be recognized for our vital role in patient-centered care. We are the agents of change in shifting the focus from treatment to preventative services and improving the access to quality health care in our tribal communities. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Again, I ask your readers to support CHRs by contacting their representatives (www.azleg.gov) and urging them to vote to recognize CHRs (insert bill name/number). 

Sincerely, 

(Name)

Community Health Representative 

(Tribe) 










